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P R E S E NT ED BY:

S U Z A N N E H I N D M A N

M-STEP 2016

English Language Arts

ELA Updates (Grades 3-8)

• Limited administration of the Performance Task

• Full administration once per grade band (elementary/middle)

• One extended response item (“essay question”)

• PT and non-PT years have consistent points per Claim

• Listening-paper/pencil

• Administered first to improve the flow and efficiency

ELA Updates (Grades 3-8)

• Smaller “footprint”

• Administration in “parts”

• Listening and Reading paired

• Selected-response, technology enhanced items

• Short answer, constructed response items

• Writing and Research paired

• Selected-response, technology enhanced items

• Short answer, constructed response items

• Allows for well-defined breaks (including across days)
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ELA Updates (High School)

• SAT-College Entrance Exam

• Well-aligned to Michigan ELA Reading and Writing standards

• No ELA Grade 11 M-STEP

• Listening…local 

• Work Skills Exam

• ACT WorkKeys

• Does not contribute to ELA score (same as 2015)

• PSAT-grades 9 and 10

Online Reading Test Layout

Online Listening Test Layout

Please use your headphones to listen to the

presentation.

What is the International Space Station?

Listen to the presentation. Then answer the 

questions.

Excerpt from “What Is the International Space  

Station?” by NASA, from 

www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k- 

4/stories/what-is-the-iss-k4.html. In the public  

domain.

Which statement best describes how scientists use the International  

Space Station?

They learn how space stations can be built.

They learn about what makes a good astronaut.

They study the station to make plans for science labs.

They study what happens to people when they live in space.
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Item Types:

Multiple Choice

Read the sentence from the passage.

After the graphite is set in place, two slats are glued together , 

sandwiching the graphite inside.

Why did the author use the phrase “sandwiching the graphite inside” in  

the sentence?

to help the reader understand how we use a sandwich and
a pencil

to help the reader understand how a pencil is dif ferent from

a sandwich

to help the reader understand how an object is held in place

between two items

to help the reader understand how different parts of an item may

be made of different things

Item Types:

Constructed 
Response

What inference can be made about why the author includes the backpack  

in the passage? Support your answer with details from the passage.

Item Types:

Select Text

(Evidence-based 
selected response)

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

Click on the sentence that gives the best conclusion about the people  

who make maple syrup.

A.  They must protect trees.

B.  They must pay attention to nature. 

C.  They mus work outdoors all of the time.

D.  They must like the taste of maple syrup.

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part B

Click on two sentences from the passage that best support your answer  

in part A. 

People who make maple syrup must read the signs of the season to know  

when to get to work. In the early spring, when daytime and nighttime  
temperatures are just right, the trees can be tapped. First, a small hole is  
drilled into the tree. Then the tap—a short tube—is placed into the hole.  
Sap drips through the tap into a bucket. When the bucket is full, the sap  
is taken to the sugarhouse. There, the sap is boiled and boiled until it  
thickens into syrup.
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Item Types:

Multi Select

Many items made from trees are used every day. Pick three details from 

the passage that best support this idea.

Cedar trees are used to make pencils.

Slats from a cedar tree are glued together.

Graphite, or lead, is used to make marks on paper.

A paper mill is where pulp is made from chipped wood.

Syrup from trees is used to make candy and other treats.

Trees that are cut down may be made into paper for books.

Item Type:

Matching Table

Claims-Targets-Standards

Claim 1: Reading
Target 4: Reasoning and Evidence

Standards: RL1, RL3, RL6, RL9
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Claims-Targets-Standards

 Claim 1: Reading

 14 Targets

 Targets 1-7: Narrative 

 Targets 8-14: Informational

 Reading and Language 
Standards

 Claim 2: Writing

 10 Targets

 Writing and Language 
Standards

 Claim 3: Speaking and 
Listening

 4 Targets

 Speaking/Listening 
Standards and Language 
Standards

 Claim 4: Research

 4 Targets

 Standards from all MI ELA 
domains

Claims-Targets-Standards
Crosswalk

Using the 
Crosswalk in the 
Classroom

Claim 1: Reading

14 Targets

Targets 1-7: 
Narrative 

Targets 8-14: 
Informational

Reading and
Language 
Standards

3 Classroom Connections

1. Access to informational text

2. Increased text complexity

3. Experience asking and 
answering text-dependent 
questions
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Access to 
informational 
text

Students need to read informational text!

FREE Informational Text at meL.org

Kids
Scholastic BookFlix
eBook K-8

Teens
Zines

All
Magazines & Newspapers

Claim 1: Reading

14 Targets

Targets 1-7: 
Narrative 

Targets 8-14: 
Informational

Reading and
Language Standards

Increase Text 
Complexity

Text complexity needs to increase.

Claim 1: Reading

14 Targets

Targets 1-7: Narrative 

Targets 8-14: 
Informational

Reading and
Language 
Standards

Teachers should be… Students should be…

Choosing engaging books, 
passages, articles with 
content that matches 
standards

Reading short pieces of 
high level text

Asking students to dive 
back into the text to:
• Find patterns
• Clarify answers
• Explore author choices

Re-reading with purpose

Posing questions at deep 
depths of knowledge 
related to the text

Asking and answering 
questions about the text

Taking time for instruction 
of academic vocabulary

Incorporating academic 
vocabulary into reading, 
writing, and speaking

M-STEP Online

• 80% of Schools – Online
• 83% of Student Population was Covered
• 3.8 million Test Sessions
• 190,731 Sessions in a Single Day
• 97% Participation Rate Overall
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SA MPLE  I T E M SE T S
• A L L  G R A D E  L E V E LS ,  3 - 8  +  1 1

• C AT  I T E MS  A N D  P E R F OR MA N C E 
TA S K S

H T T P S :/ /WBTE . D RC ED I R ECT.C OM/
M I / P OR TA LS/M I /OTT1

Be Prepared!

P l e a s e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  y o u r  d i s t r i c t  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  o n  DA S  C o m m i tt e e s .

w w w . m i c h i g a n . g o v / b a a

“A s s e s s m e n t  C o m m i tt e e  Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  A p p l i c a t i o n ”

C o n t e x t  R e v i e w

I t e m  W r i t i n g

I t e m  R e v i e w

D a t a  R e v i e w

S t a n d a rd  S e t t i n g

Get Involved!

S i g n  u p  f o r  w e e k l y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  S p o t l i g h t .

w w w . m i c h i g a n . g o v / b a a

“ C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  S p o t l i g h t …  ”

Stay Informed!

https://www.michiganitembanksystem.org/ItemWorkQueue.aspx?m=99_submenu&s=110_99
https://www.michiganitembanksystem.org/ItemWorkQueue.aspx?m=99_submenu&s=110_99
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Reach Out!

S U Z A NNE  H I N D M A N
E L A  S p e c i al i st

Off i c e  o f  S tan d ards  an d  A s s e s s m ent
h i n d m an s@m ic hi gan. gov

B R A N DY A R CH E R
Co n te nt  L i te rac y Co ns ul tant

Off i c e  o f  Cu r r i c u lum  an d  I n s tr u ct i on
ar c h e rb2 @mi chi gan .go v


